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  The B lue  Water  Task
Force  (BWTF)  prov ides
cr i t i ca l  loca l  ocean water
qua l i t y  in fo rmat ion  to  the
pub l ic  by  repor t ing
unsafe  water  cond i t ions
tha t  cou ld  cause
waterborne i l lness  dur ing
win ter  wet  weather
months .  

  BWTF f i l l s  in  the
tes t ing  gap when Ventura
County  Env i ronmenta l
Hea l th  D iv is ion  reduces
the i r  sampl ing  and
repor t ing  f rom 40 to  19
s i tes  a t  Ventura  County
beaches.  

  BWTF repor ts  h igh
bac ter ia  leve ls  per  the
Cal i fo rn ia  Env i ronmenta l
Pro tec t ion  Agency  fo r  the
presence o f
en terococcus ,  a  feca l
ind ica tor  bac ter ia .  Our
labs  process  samples

f rom ocean and harbor
s i tes ,  as  we l l  as
f reshwater  loca t ions ,  fo r
po in t  and nonpo in t
source  po l lu t ion  tha t
d ischarges  on to  beaches
(e .g .  s to rmwater  ou t le ts ,
r i vers ,  c reeks) .

 Our  Chapter  BWTF uses
th is  water  qua l i t y
mon i to r ing  program to
ra ise  awareness  o f  loca l
po l lu t ion  prob lems and
to  br ing  together
communi t ies  to
imp lement  so lu t ions .

  BWTF recommends
avo id ing  r i ver  and ocean
water  fo r  72  hours  a f te r
a  ra in  event  to  avo id
contac t  w i th  s to rmwater
po l lu t ion  tha t  cou ld
conta in  pa thogens tha t
cause waterborne
i l lness .



Ventura ’s  2024 -  2025 BWTF
Prog ram Sur veys  19  S i tes
November  Through March :

 
Rincon (Cove,  Creek ,  Creek  a t  Sur f )
Mondo ’s  Cove & Dra in
Ventura  R ivermouth
Sur fe r ’s  Po in t  -  Dunes
C St ree t  &  Dra in
San jon  Road
Weymouth  Lane & Dra in
Mar ina  Park  P layground
Leo Robb ins  Sa i l ing  Center
Ventura  Harbor  Cove
Oxnard  Beach a t  Out r igger  Way
Hol lywood Beach a t  La  Crescenta  St
S i l ver  S t rand a t  San N icho las  Ave
Por t  Hueneme Beach Park



  En te rococcus  i s  a  feca l  ind ica to r
bac te r ia ,  which  h igh l igh ts  the  p resence
of  bo th  bac te r ia  and  v i ruses  tha t  can
cause waterborne  i l l ness  in  humans
through con tac t  w i th  ocean water .



Fecal Indicator Bacteria (enterococcus)

Low 34 cfu/100mL Safe

Medium 35-103 cfu/100mL Caution

High 104 cfu/100mL Unsafe

The Ca l i fo rn ia  EPA s tandard  fo r  sa fe
water  en t ry  i s  less  than  104 co lony

fo rming  un i ts  (c fu )  per  100  mL o f
sampled  water .

  Some ins tances  o f  s i tes  no t  be ing
surveyed can  be  a t t r ibu ted  to  a  lack  o f
d ra in  f low,  o r  unsa fe  cond i t ions  (e .g .
sur f ,  t i de ,  weather )  fo r  f ie ld  samplers .
A lso ,  our  labs  los t  power  f i ve  t imes  th is
season due to  w i ld f i re  cond i t ions ,  wh ich
reduces  our  repor t ing  o f  seasona l  t rends .



  En terococcus  bac ter ia  ind ica te  feca l
po l lu t ion  (human or  an ima l  was te)  and
other  pa thogens tha t  a re  found in  feca l
mat te r ,  wh ich  can make peop le  s ick  w i th
s tomach f lu ,  rashes ,  eye  or  ear  in fec t ions ,
and o ther  v i ra l  in fec t ions .



  Ventura  rece ived 6 .33  inches  o f  ra in fa l l  November
2024 th rough March  2025,  wh ich  is  less  than ha l f  o f
the  average,  14 .02  inches ,  l i ke ly  due to  our  d r ie r  La
Nina  weather  pa t te rns .

  Lower  amounts  o f  ra in fa l l  th is  season reduced
stormwater  and po l lu t ion  runof f  wh ich  resu l ted  in
improved water  qua l i t y  a t  near ly  a l l  water  mon i to r ing
s i tes  th is  year .

* S O U R C E  V C P W A  R A I N F A L L  R E P O R T  -  V E N T U R A  C O U N T Y  G O V ’ T  C E N T E R  



  Ma jor  ra in fa l l  events  in  ear ly  February  and mid-
March  may cor re la te  w i th  a  r i se  in  unsafe  leve ls
o f  feca l  ind ica tor  bac ter ia  a t  mon i to r ing  s i tes .  



1.  Improved water  qua l i t y
a t  near ly  a l l  Ventura
County  mon i to r ing  s i tes
th is  wet  weather  season,
l i ke ly  due to  we l l  be low
average ra in fa l l .

2 .  Ventura  R ivermouth
was the  on ly  survey  s i te
tha t  d id  no t  show any
improvement  in  water
qua l i t y  year -over -year .

3 .  Poores t  water  qua l i t y
s i tes  th is  season were
Mondo ’s  Dra in ,  R incon
area (e .g .  Creek ,  Cove) ,
and Leo Robb ins  Sa i l ing
Center .

4 .  Oxnard  area  s i tes ,  fo r
the  second consecut ive
year ,  o f fe red  the  bes t
water  qua l i t y  in  Ventura
County .

Monitoring Site*
% High Bacteria

2024-25 2023-24

Rincon Creek 50 n/a

Rincon Cove 31 n/a

Mondos Cove 11 24

Mondos Drain 50 69

Ventura Rivermouth 22 22

Surfer's Point Dunes 11 20

C St 6 28

Sanjon Rd 11 28

Weymouth Ln 6 19

Marina Park Playground 6 41

Leo Robbins 29 35

Harbor Cove 11 29

Outrigger Way 0 11

La Crescenta St 0 11

Silver Strand 0 11

Pt Hueneme 0 11

*C St ree t  Dra in ,  Weymouth  Dra in ,
and R incon Creek  a t  Sur f  exc luded
due to  smal l  base s ize  o f  samples .
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50%

  Th is  i s  the  f i r s t  year  the  BWTF has
moni to red  the  R incon Po in t  beaches
due to  chron ic  bac ter ia  p rob lems
repor ted  by  the  County  fo r  the  pas t
two years.  BWTF requested  an
inves t iga t ion  by  the  Los  Ange les
Reg iona l  Wa ter  Qua l i t y  Board  in
Santa  Barbara  Apr i l  2024 fo r  fu r ther
s tudy  wh ich  is  s t i l l  underway to  da te.

  R incon Creek  was one o f  the  most
po l lu ted  s i tes ;  5  weeks  o f  sur veys
exceeded the  Ca l i fo r n ia  S ta te  Hea l th
s tandards  fo r  feca l  ind ica tor  bac ter ia
th is  wet  wea ther  season.



3 4 . 3 7 3 3 4 ,  - 1 1 9 . 4 7 6 6 5

20%

 Unsafe  sur vey  cond i t ions  l im i ted
moni to r ing  where  R incon Creek
dra ins  in to  the  ocean.  From our  few
samples  captured ,  20% o f  resu l ts
demonst ra ted  unsafe  leve ls  o f  feca l
ind ica tor  bac ter ia .



34 .3 754 ,
- 1 19 . 4 732

31%

  C lose ly  fo l low ing  R incon Creek ,
R incon Cove had 4  weeks  a t  unsafe
leve ls,  mak ing  i t  another  top  s i te  fo r
po l lu t ion  concer n .



3 4 . 3 2 1 0 2 2 ,  - 1 1 9 . 3 7 5 7 8 8

1 1%

  Mondo ’s  Cove showed improved
wa ter  qua l i t y  w i th  h igh  bac ter ia  leve ls
fa l l ing  f rom 4  weeks  las t  season to
on ly  2  weeks  th is  season.



3 4 . 3 2 1 2 0 6 ,  - 1 1 9 . 3 7 5 8 1 6

50%

  Mondo ’s  S tor m Dra in  i s  s t i l l  one  o f
the  most  po l lu ted  dra ins  BWTF tes ts
wi th  chron ic  bac ter ia  counts  occur ing
a lmost  year  round due to  low leve ls  o f
wa ter  s t reaming f rom h i l l s ide  o i l
p roduc t ion  tha t  uses  wa ter  p ropu ls ion
to  ex t rac t  remain ing  o i l  in  i t s  l ines.



22%

  Ventura  R iver mouth  was the  on ly
sur vey  s i te  tha t  d id  no t  show an
improvement  in  wa ter  qua l i t y  th is
season,  repea t ing  las t  year ’s  4  weeks
of  sur veys  qua l i f y ing  as  unsafe.



1 1%

  Sur fe r ’s  Po in t  a t  the  dunes
demonst ra ted  improved in  wa ter  qua l i t y
th is  season,  w i th  h igh  bac ter ia  leve ls
fa l l ing  f rom 20% to  11% year-over-year.



6%

  C  St ree t  saw a  major  improvement
in  feca l  ind ica tor  bac ter ia  leve ls,  as
unsafe  read ings  fe l l  f rom 28% las t
season to  jus t  6% in  2024-25.



100%

  Low ra in fa l l  resu l ted  in  a  lack  o f
measurab le  f low a t  the  C St ree t  Dra in
fo r  most  sur vey  a t tempts.  The one
sample  taken near  the  mid-March  ra in
event  resu l ted  in  the  presence o f  h igh
leve ls  o f  feca l  ind ica tor  bac ter ia .



1 1%

  The San jon  Road mon i to r ing  s i te
ind ica ted  2  weeks  o f  unsafe  leve ls
compared to  5  weeks  las t  year.
Ventura  County  Env i romenta l
D iv is ion  pos ted  add i t iona l  war n ing
s igns  fo r  unsafe  wa ter  en t r y  the  las t
week o f  Januar y,  2024.



6%

  Weymouth  Lane in  P ie rpont  showed
improved wa ter  qua l i t y  cond i t ions
dur ing  our  wet  wea ther  season
compared to  las t  year.  Ever y  sur vey
but  one reg is te red  sa fe  wa ter  en t r y
cond i t ions.



0%

  Weymouth  Stor m Dra in  had no  f low
a l l  season.  In  March ,  cons t r uc t ion
crews s ta r ted  to  demol ish  the  s to r m
dra in  to  inc rease ou t f low and reduce
poten t ia l  ne igborhood f lood ing.



6%

 Mar ina  Park  mon i to r ing  y ie lded the
g rea tes t  year-over-year  d rop  in  h igh
bac ter ia  leve ls  a t  any  o f  our  loca l
beach s i tes (41% prev ious ly  vs.  6% th is
season) .



29%

  Leo  Robb ins  Sa i l ing  Center  remained
a s i te  o f  concer n ,  as  h igh  bac ter ia
leve ls  pers is ted  th is  wet  wea ther  year
w i th  5  week ly  sur veys  reg is te r ing  as
unsafe.



1 1%

  Harbor  Cove had improved tes t
resu l ts  th is  season w i th  h igh  bac ter ia
leve ls  fa l l ing  f rom near ly  a  th i rd  o f
surveys  las t  year  (29%)  to  about  one-
in - ten  samples  th is  year .



0%

  Resu l ts  f rom Oxnard  Beach a t
Out r igger  Way showed no unsafe
wa ter  en t r y  cond i t ions  th is  w in te r  w i th
lower  ra in fa l l  cond i t ions.



0%

  Ho l l ywood Beach a t  La  Crescenta
St ree t  ind ica ted  low leve ls  o f  feca l
ind ica tor  bac ter ia  leve ls  a l l  season.
Low ra in fa l l  leve ls  decreased s t ree t
and dra in  f lood ing  tha t  a re  pumped
back  on to  the  beach.  



0%

Si lver  S t rand emerged w i th  the  lowest  leve ls  o f
feca l  ind ica tor  bac ter ia  among the  s i tes  sur veyed
by BWTF dur ing  the  2024-2025 wet  wea ther
season in  Ventura  County.



0%

  On Febr uar y  9 ,  2025,  an  es t ima ted
80,000 ga l lons  o f  t rea ted  sewage
sp i l led  f rom the  ocean ou t fa l l  o f
Oxnard 's  wastewa ter  t rea tment  p lan t  on
Perk ins  Road,  c los ing  nearby  beaches
in  Oxnard  and Por t  Hueneme.

  Ventura  County 's  Env i ronmenta l  Hea l th
Div is ion  pos ted  war n ing  s igns  fo r  one
week a t  Por t  Hueneme Beach Park ,  as
we l l  as  a long Or mond Beach a t  J  S t ree t ,
the  indus t r ia l  d ra in ,  and Ar no ld  Road.
Throughout  the  res t  o f  the  wet  wea ther
season,  however,  our  resu l ts  ind ica ted
low leve ls  o f  feca l  ind ica tor  bac ter ia .



  The water  qua l i t y  survey
resu l ts  here in  a re  b rought  to
you th rough communi ty  e f fo r ts
o f  the  Sur f r ider  Foundat ion
Ventura  County  Chapter  B lue
Water  Task  Force  leaders  and
vo lun teers .

  Thanks  to :  Ado l fo ,  A le r ,  Ar ie l ,
Chr is ty ,  Chuck ,  Dave,  Harvard ,
Jen,  Joy ,  Kat ie ,  Kenny,  Mark ,
Miche l le ,  M ike ,  S teve ,  Mrs .
Hunt  and  the  lab  s tudents
f rom Footh i l l  Tech H igh  Schoo l
B lue  Water  Task  Force .

  Th is  p rogram is  made
poss ib le  th rough the  generous
fund ing  in  memory  o f  Chuck
Vinson,  the  Chat len  Fami ly
Memor ia l  Fund,  Yard i  Sys tems,
Inc . ,  and Ho ld fas t  Co l lec t i ve
Patagon ia .  

https://ventura.surfrider.org/
https://ventura.surfrider.org/
https://ventura.surfrider.org/volunteer/


N O W  R E C R U I T I N G  F O R  T H E  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  S E A S O N !
C O N T A C T  J O Y  D O W N I N G - R I L E Y

B W T F @ V E N T U R A . S U R F R I D E R . O R G
M O R E  G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  A V A I L A B L E  B W T F . S U R F R I D E R . O R G


